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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 DJIBOU 00373 071039Z 
ACTION AF- 10 

INFO OCT-OI EUR- 1 2 NEA-10 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 
H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 10-14 /104W 

125895 071045Z/21 

P R 070945Z SEP 77 
FM AMEMBASSY DJIBOUTI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 241 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY SANA 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
COMIDEASTFOR 

UNCLAS DJIBOUTI 0373 

EO: 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MOPSPBORETSO 

SUBJ: DJIJIGA CAMPAIGN LOSSES HEAVY FOR BOTH SIDES 

1 . REFUGEES EROM DJIJIGA FIGHTING AREA REPORT HEAVY LOSSES 
BOTH CONTENDERS. THEY ALL INSIST THAT DJIJIGA NOW IN HANDS 
SOMALI-BACKED FORCES. ALL BRIDGES CONNECTING DIRE DAWA, HARAR 
AND DJIJIGA CUT IN ORDER IMPEDE COUNTERATTACK. BATTLES IN AREA 
STILL PROCEEDING. SOMALI SYMPATHIZERS REPORT 4000 CASUALTIES 
ON SOMALI SIDE AND SPEAK OF 30,000 AMONG ETHIOPIANS. 

2. TWENTY-NINE TRUCK CONVOY LEFT DJIBOUTI FOR ADDIS ABABA NIGHT 
FOUR SEPTEMBER. IT WAS ESCORTED TO BORDER BY DJIBOUTI FORCES IN 
ORDER PREVENT MISCHIEE ON DJIBOUTI TERRITORY BY ALI MIRAH IRREGU- 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 DJIBOU 00373 071039Z 

LARS KNOWN TO BE OPERATING IN AREA NORTH OF DJIBOUTI. 

3. ETHIOPIAN ARMY ACTIVITY ON ASSAB - ADDIS ABABA HIGHWAY AP- 
PARENTLY IN RESPONSE TO ALI MIRAH/ERITREAN THREATS HAS ALSO CAUSED 
CONCERN HERE. JOINT DJIBOUTI/FRENCH MILITARY EXERCISE IN BORDER 
ZONE NOW IN OPERATION AS DEMONSTRATION ABILITY DJIBOUTI DEFEND 
FRONTIERS.CLARKE 
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